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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In compliance with the duty imposed by 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, and in accordance with 
37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants submit this Supplementary Information 
Disclosure Statement to bring to the attention of the Examiner, for consideration in 
connection with the above-referenced patent application, certain documents cited in 
International Patent Application No. PCT/US2004/038330, which is a foreign counterpart 
of the above-referenced patent application. 

Applicants respectfully request that this Supplementary Information Disclosure 
Statement be entered and the references listed on the attached form PTO/SB/08A be 
considered by the Examiner and made of record. Copies of the listed references are 
included. Pursuant to the provisions of MPEP § 609, Applicants request that a copy of 
the PTO/SB/08A form be initialed as being considered by the Examiner and returned to 
Applicants with the next official communication. 

This submission should not be construed as an admission that the references cited 
herein are relevant or material to patentability or constitute "prior art" to the subject 
patent application. 
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This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(c) after a first Office Action on the merits, but before the mailing date of a 
Final Office Action or before the mailing of a Notice of Allowance. Pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1.97(c)(1) and 1.97(e)(1), Applicants' undersigned attorney hereby states that 
each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than three months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

No fees are therefore believed to be due. However, if it is determined that this 
Information Disclosure Statement has been filed under the wrong rule, the Commissioner 
is requested to consider this Information Disclosure Statement under the proper rule and 
charge the appropriate fee, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 02-1666. 

Any questions concerning this application or submission may be directed to 
Applicants' undersigned attorney at the below-listed telephone number. 
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Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 38,241 
(919) 597-6276 
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